
The San Francisco view from afar
Leah Garchik
Monday, January 12, 2009

A Friday New York Times feature about the

Haight-Ashbury included Red Victorian Inn

owner Sami Sunchild's description of the hood

as "the center of the universe."

"Where Flower Power Still Blooms" was the

headline on the story, which also noted that

although "at times the scene gets seedy ... many houses look so well-tended they seem like museums."

Keen-eyed reader Blanche Streeter noticed that the writer was named Dan White.

Duffy Jennings, a Chronicle reporter during the dramas of the late '70s, says he's featured in the

first episode of the Travel Channel's "Most Notorious Places" show. San Francisco is the first place

visited by the show, which premieres Thursday.

The network's description of the show's premise: "Whether it's the Golden Dragon restaurant, where

rival Chinese gangs sought bloody revenge on one another, or the locations of the Zodiac serial

murders, San Francisco is home to a shocking number of notorious places." Murders, shmurders. You

want shocking, try the 38 Geary at 5:30 p.m.

Yes, the city is more than majestic images of the Golden Gate Bridge and cute shots of grinning

tourists hanging off cable cars. The History Channel's "Cities of the Underworld," a program that

explores what's below, focuses on San Francisco tonight, exploring vaults beneath the Old Mint, a

Civil War fortification under Alcatraz, and tunnels beneath Chinatown.

-- Who owns that Lexus with the "BS" license plate spotted by Marsha Cohen in the Laurel Village

parking lot? Surely it must be Betty Smith or Bill Simpson ... or someone who likes the word.

-- Mozart in the womb? Naah. Nanook of the North Bay suggests rockabyebabymusic.com,

which produces baby-ready lullaby versions of rock classics, including music by the Ramones,

Metallica, Radiohead and Nine Inch Nails.

Ted Rosenberg, whose father, a window washer in San Francisco who founded ABM (American

Building Maintenance) in 1909, the year Ted was born, celebrated his 100th birthday last week with a
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Building Maintenance) in 1909, the year Ted was born, celebrated his 100th birthday last week with a

bang-up party at the Opera House. According to Rosenberg's adoring niece, Nyna Koppich, save-

the-date notices were engraved silver-plate trays, delivered to guests a half year before; McCall's

catered dinner was served on the Opera House stage; designer Stanlee Gatti employed 167,000 red

roses; and Joel Grey performed for about 45 minutes.

When a giant cake sculpture dropped down from the ceiling, it was accompanied by two scantily clad

dancers on swings, and the birthday boy danced with his wife, Rose. Guests were asked not to bring

gifts, but Rosenberg owns a nibble of the Giants, so his children presented him with a crystal mitt

engraved with their signatures.

Marin County's Inauguration Committee has cooked up a free community event Jan. 20 at the

Manzanita Recreation Center in Marin City, featuring a 150-inch-screen TV, a continental soul food

breakfast and several community group performances.

Organizers had applied to the Department of Defense asking for a flyover to inspire the crowd, but the

response was no, with a written explanation that "the Department of Defense authorizes the Air Force

to participate in flyovers for those recognition events held in direct support of the five patriotic

holidays (Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, POW-MIA Day and Veterans Day)

and for aviation-related events, such as air shows and airport dedications."

So, with one exception - a flyover in Washington, D.C. - in the view of the Defense Department,

Inauguration Day does not count as a patriotic holiday. (I'm wondering how Giants opening day,

which always has a flyover, fits in.)

On behalf of the citizens of Marin County, aw, nuts.

Another Marin County shindig is a BBOYB (bring your own beverages and bowl) Inaugural Ball at

the Dance Palace in Point Reyes Station, where David Gans tells me his Rubber Souldiers "Beatles

jam band" has been booked to play. Dress is described as "West Marin formal."

The new executive director of the Dance Palace is Dan Mankin, who first become known around

here in the early '90s as a juggler-performer in Vaudeville Nouveau. Mankin left here to direct a

theater in Washington state, and then was performing arts director at an arts center in Sun Valley.

His final interview for the Dance Palace gig was on election night; as he left, "the sleepy hamlet of

Point Reyes Station suddenly erupted into a cacophony of honking horns and cheering." Barack

Obama had won.

In keeping with which, Mankin passes along a rumor that after Jan. 20, George W. Bush will be

given a new identity and relocated in the Witless Protection Program.
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given a new identity and relocated in the Witless Protection Program.

Public eavesdropping

"Man, I love this town. There's a McDonald's on every block."

Boy to tourist family, in front of one of several mid-Market Street McDonald's, overheard by Ken

Roberts

Open for business at (415) 777-8426 or e-mail lgarchik@sfchronicle.com.
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